
 
New England Chapter APWA 

Minutes of the Executive Committee 
Wednesday, September 26, 2018 

O’Connor’s Restaurant 
 

1. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by President Westerling 
 
2. Concerns, etc. – Westerling asked if anyone had any concerns, questions or comments regarding 
anything attached to the meeting package.  There were none.   
 
4. Consent Agenda  
 
a. Approval of minutes – August 28, 2018 minutes were reviewed and approved. 
 
b. Treasurer Report – Connors reported the checking balance is about even to last year.  Many 
outstanding invoices as far back as the April Spring Meeting.  A check for $1500 from one vendor was 
returned for insufficient funds.  She turned it over to the FinCom for a solution.  Barrett asked if the 
Board wanted him to make a call to the vendor.  Westerling answered that had already been done a few 
times and it should be handled by the FinCom.  Connors said a policy was in the works for penalties for 
outstanding invoices over 30 days, 60 days, etc. but nothing had been finalized.  Yanulis recommended a 
Board approval so Connors does not have to handle. Daring said he would work on it. 
 
c. Finance Committee – Daring said he will convene a conference call for next month.  
 
d. Delegate’s Report – Benevento said he has a Council of Chapters call set for next week.  He also 
forwarded a copy of the letter from the Arlington Police Officer re: the funeral procession to honor Mr. 
Doherty who was killed on the job.  He also said National is still looking for folks to get on committees.  
He said Technical Committee is a good one and Barrett mentioned that Joe Flanagan was interested in 
Emergency Management. 
 
e. Education – Goober said he was working on and will be issuing a Call for Presentations for 2019 next 
month.  He has forwarded a draft to Monahan for inclusion in the Chatter. 
 
f. Awards – Benevento said Committee is trying to get program started earlier, possibly December.  
Discussed as to where awards should be presented.  Possibility of presenting all awards at NPWWL.  
Yanulis asked about the Chapter PWX Awards Reception and did we want to continue.  It could be a real 
drain on our budget.  Was there any feedback and do we need to discuss?  It appears there was no 
feedback this year, although there was last year.  Most agreed it was an opportunity to get everyone 
together at a minimal cost.  Blomquist said Mondays was a really busy night and Benevento said maybe it 
could be changed to Tuesday night.  Connors reminded him all chapter dinners are held on Tuesday.  
Westerling said it was a great job and a great night.  Will wait to hear from the Sponsors Committee as to 
whether they want to continue.  Yanulis said we need pictures that reflect all the winners. 
 
g. Membership – Roy reported he and Garro had a booth at the NE PW Expo in Boxborough and gave 
away several hundred PWMIH magnets and other propaganda.  Garro recommended holding our EC 
Board meeting at the RIPWA Equipment Show next year.  Will be having a committee meeting soon to 
establish goals for next year. 
 
h. Sponsors – No report. 
 
i. Newsletter – Monahan reported Chatter is ready to go but still waiting on President’s message and 
articles on MOTY (Benevento) and PWA (Piacentini).  She has tons of pix from the Summer Workshop 
and PWX, and anyone with any pix should forward to her asap.  Has info re: “Fill-a-Truck” from CT and 
NH but nothing from RI or MA.  Re: sponsor news, she received good news from Tighe & Bond and 
asked Yanulis to reach out to the sponsors for any business info.  When asked, she said she felt 
comfortable holding off publication for a week.  Westerling said the hard deadline would be Oct. 5th. 
 
j. Technical Committee – No report.   
 



k. Summer Conference – No report.  All is finalized. 
 
l. NPWWL – No report. 
 
m. Fall Conference/S&I/Snow Plow Roadeo – Barrett said everything is all set. 
 
n. PWX Chapter Dinner – Westerling said food was great, venue was awesome and lots of fun and 
everyone said they had a great time. Lots to do for 2019.  Garro said he would like to have a plan for the 
pre-con before heading for Seattle.  Yanulis mentioned he has three already interested in the trip. 
 
o. PWAC – Piacentini mentioned planning for an Oct meeting.  Benevento mentioned Committee was 
called upon for the Death of Mr. Doherty of Melrose and there was a great showing.  Merson said after 
now having had a few situations, we have an understanding of what to do and then he went into detail.  
The feedback was great.  Barrett said the Bereavement Committee participated in a webinar hosted by 
National.  Westerling thanked everyone. 
 
p. Website and Social Media – Ciancarelli reported nothing new at this time.  Continues to post jobs on 
web site which have increased substantially including a few from Maine.  Connors wanted the Board to 
know that although Ciancarelli may not have a report, it should be noted that the NEC would be at a great 
loss without his maintaining the website.  Piacentini fully agreed. 
 
q. Young Professionals Report – Gallagher reported YP’s had their first of many events scheduled for 
the next few months.  There were 15 in attendance and he made sure he had a list of attendees and their 
info before they left.  He said they are trying to get more of the public sector folks involved.  Right now it 
is still just office staff.  He asked for everyone to push for the Oct. 22nd event being held in Everett, MA.  
Flyer will be posted and distributed within the week.  The next events will be as follows: Nov. in RI, 
location TBD and Dec. in CT at the “Two Roads Brewery”.  He also mentioned he has a YP meeting on 
10/22 in KC for planning with the National Committee.  He will bring info back to Chapter.  Daring 
forwarded two contacts from CT to Chris and Westerling then gave to kudos to Gallagher and the full 
support of the EC Board. 
 
r. Professional Development and Knowledge Management – Blomquist said the NE PW Inst. is a “hot 
topic”.  The Board of Trustees has expressed a concern over the lack of participation and questioning as 
to whether they should cancel the program.  He has been talking to the Director for Cert. Program and he 
is willing to help with promotion.  The original curriculum was established by Crombie and needs to be 
reviewed and updated.  Need to integrate NE participation.  Info will be going into the next Chapter 
Chatter.  Daring said it should be discussed at the Strategic Planning meeting under actionable items. 
 
s. Holiday EC Board Meeting - Benevento said all set, have a contract, a band, room blocks for Friday 
and Saturday at $189.00/per night and, you can call now.  Will have a Save the Date with all the info 
going to the membership via Constant Contact.  Goal is to charge $80/per person for non EC Board 
members.  Vote to be taken at a later date. 
 
t. Diversity Committee – No report. 
 
u. Mechanics Workshop – No report. 
 
v. Past Presidents Advisory Council – Merson read the 2019 Slate of Officers.  Monahan requested not 
to be re-appointed to the Board but would like to remain Chair of the Newsletter Committee.  Webb said 
he will adjust the Slate and forward to the EC Board.  He will also be seeking nominations for a MA 
Director. 
 
w. Scholarship Committee – Severance said he will be reaching out to the committee for changes in the 
applications.  He mentioned increasing the amount on the PWX Scholarship.  Connors said the 
registration fee for PWX has gone up considerably in the last six years and agreed the $2000 should be 
increased.  Severance will report back to the Board re: changes and increases. 
 
x. Spring Conference – Webb reported he has a contract from Rentschler Field for April 17th, and they 
will re-arrange the set-up and work on the sound issue.  Other venues were explored but not doable.  Tix 
price will be discussed at a later date.  Motion needed to for a deposit of $3125.00 under #4 below. 



 
y. Approval of Consent Items.  Above consent items approved on a motion by Johansen/Webb 
 
4. Action on items removed from the Consent Agenda 
 
A motion was made by Daring/Merson and approved for a deposit of $3125 to the Rentschler Field for 
the 2019 Spring Conference. 
 
5. Other Business and Correspondence 
 
A motion was made by Webb/Johansen and approved for approval of the 2019 Slate of Officers with a 
provision to add one MA Director to replace Mary Monahan who is stepping down. 
 
Merson spoke about the Joint Assoc. Group (NEAPWA/NEWWA/NEWEA) and the Stormwater 
Collaborative was established.  He said they hold one meeting in the Spring and one in the Fall.  The Fall 
Meeting will be on October and the topic will be “Imagine a Day Without Water”. 
 
Merson also mentioned the Merrimack Valley gas explosion and shared with the Board his knowledge of 
what is taking place and who is assisting. 
 
6. Adjournment 
 
There being no further business, meeting was adjourned on a motion by Webb/Daring  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jaqui Connors  
Secretary-Treasurer 
 
 


